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President Joseph R. Biden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20050

Dear President Biden:

Drug overdoses claim more American lives each year than ever before.! Fentanyl and fentanyl related substances
are fueling the overdose epidemic, killing 64,178 Americans between May 2020 and April 2021 and making up
64 percent of total U.S. overdose deaths.? This highly lethal synthetic opioid is 100 times more potent than
morphine and 50 times more potent than heroin. The flood of fentanyl related substances pouring across our
borders and the looming February 18 expiration deadline on fentanyl related substances’ current Schedule I
classification raise grave concerns for our communities. As you are aware, Congress is considering legislation
that would temporarily extend the expiration deadline to March 11, 2022. We write to you today to urge your
administration to take immediate action to stem the fentanyl scourge coming from China and across our southern
border and continue to support making fentanyl related substances’ Schedule I classification permanent.

As you know, preserving fentanyl related substances’ Schedule I classification ensures law enforcement has the
tools they need to combat this threat and take swift action against traffickers of this deadly drug. We understand
the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has requested the required scientific and medical evaluation of the
class of drugs by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and they have already begun their 8-factor analysis.?
Congress is also working to pass legislation that would achieve this important goal. We urge you to support the
preservation of fentanyl related substances’ status to save lives.

As you are aware, China has been the principal source of the precursor agents from which fentanyl is produced.
Fentanyl is then manufactured in foreign underground labs and smuggled across our southern border.* U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) reported a 1,066% increase in fentanyl seized at eight Southern Texas
ports during Fiscal Year 2021.° Your administration’s failure to properly secure our southern border and hold
China accountable for fentanyl production directly contribute to the crisis in our communities.

We again urge you to take immediate and decisive action to protect American communities from this deadly
drug. We stand ready to assist in this important mission.

Sincerely,

BRYAN STEIL
Member of Congress

! https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db428 . htm#section_1

2 https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/VSRR-Provisional-Drug-Overdose-Death-Counts/xkb8-kh2a/

3 https://www.fda.gov/news-events/congressional-testimony/overdose-crisis-interagency-proposal-combat-illicit-fentanyl-related-substances-12022021
4 https://www.dea.gov/resources/facts-about-fentany1

5 https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-officers-south-texas-ports-entry-post-significant-increases-0
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ELISE M. STEFANIK
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JASON SMITH
Member of Congress
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JOHN KATKO
Member of Congress
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MIKE BOST
Member of Congress
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RODNEY DAVIS
Member of Congress
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WARREN DAVIDSON
Member of Congress
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PATRICK MCHENRY
Member of Congress
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MICHAEL T. MCCAUL
Member of Congress
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FRANK D. LUCAS
Member of Congress
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SAM GRAVES
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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GLENN ‘GT’ THOMPSON
Member of Congress
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MICHAEL C. BURGESS, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
JEFFERSON VAN DREW 'CHUCK FLEISCHMANN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
A %\_/
THOMAS P. TIFFAN AUGUST PFLUGER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
TED BUDD BILL POSEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
[
| Acho \evest
BRIAN MAST MICHAEL GUEST
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DAN NEWHOUSE MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS, M.D.

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DAVID G. VALADAO
Member of Congress
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PETE STAUBER
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DAVID B. MCKINLEY, P.E.
Member of Congress
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JAMES R. BAIRD
Member of Congress
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STEVEN PALAZZO
Member of Congress

Bmﬁ’&/—

DON BACON
Member of Congress
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TONY GONZALES
Member of Congress
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STEVE CHABOT
Member of Congress
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ANDREW R. GARBARINO
Member of Congress

Fall) Besa

FRANK D. LUCAS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DAVID KUSTOFF
Member of Congress
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AUSTIN SCOTT
Member of Congress
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MIKE CAREY
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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GLENN GROTHMAN
Member of Congress
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W. GREGORY STEUBE
Member of Congress

KELLY ARMSTRONG
Member of Congress
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DOUG LAMALFA
Member of Congress
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JOHN H. RUTHERFORD
Member of Congress

TIM BURCHETT
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DAN BISHOP
Member of Congress

MIKE GALLAGHER
Member of Congress

DEBBIE LESKO
Member of Congress

DREW FERGUSON
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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BRAD R. WENSTRUP, D.P.M.
Member of Congress

ANN WAGNER
Member of Congress
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TRACEY MANN
Member of Congress
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TIM WALBERG
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WILLIAM R. TIMMONS, IV
Member of Congress
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BYRON DONALDS
Member of Congress
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MIKE JOHNSON
Member of Congress
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JAKE ELLZEY
Member of Congress
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JOHN R. MOOLENAAR
Member of Congress
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JEFF DUNCAN CHRIS JACOBS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
e il ",

MICHAEL CLOUD JOHN JOYCE, M.D.

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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CAROL D. MILLER RANDY FEENSTRA

Member of Congress Member of Congress

TOM REED JIM BANKS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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SCOTT FITZGERALD CLIFF BENTZ

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD LIZ CHENEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress

PETER MEIJER RONNY L. JACKSON, M.D.

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DARRELL ISSA
Member of Congress
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SCOTT FRANKLIN
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NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS
Member of Congress
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NANCY MACE
Member of Congress
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BOB GIBBS
Member of Congress

TROY BALDERSON
Member of Congress
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JACKIE WALORSKI
Member of Congress
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DAVID JOYCE
Member of Congress

KAT CAMMACK
Member of Congress
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GREGORY F. MURPHY, M.D.
Member of Congress
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CLAUDIA TENNEY
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BETH VAN DUYNE
Member of Congress
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STEPHANIE BICE
Member of Congress
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DAVID SCHWEIKERT TOM EMMER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
TRENT KELLY CARLOS A. GIMENEZ
Member of Congress Member of Congress

JODEY C. ARRINGTON PAT FALLON

Member of Congress Member of Congress
TOM RICE JAKE LATURNER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
RICK W. ALLEN MICHELLE FISCHBACH
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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MARKWAYNE MULLIN LEE ZELDIN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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MO BROOKS RANDY WEBER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
RALPH NORMAN BLAKE MOORE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER
Member of Congress



